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The West Baton Rouge District in observance of Crime Victims' 
Rights Week planted a Bradford pear tree in the courtyard accom-
panied by a dedication plaque.  Pictured left to right:  Pete Fre-
emin, Jean Wall, Cecil Goudeau, Lansing Snell (back), Gordie 
DeLoach (front), Chuck Brouillette (back), Betty Vaughn and 
Meredith McLendon.  (Submitted by Barbara Shaw, WBRD)  

BRD agent Scott Woodrow (left) gets help from another officer as 
they make an arrest in “Operation FALCON”.  Woodrow and fellow 
BRD agents Jason Ross, Heath Soileau and Keith Bennett joined 
other law enforcement agencies in the nationwide fugitive roundup.  
Violent offenders were targeted and of the more than 9,000 arrests 
made, 68 of those were done in the Baton Rouge area with 79 war-
rants cleared. (Submitted by Phyllis Sheridan, BRD)  

National Crime Vic-
tims’ Rights Week 
(NCVRW) was observed 
nationwide April 23 
through April 29, 2006.  
As is the case most every 
year, The Department of 
Corrections, through its 
institutions and Probation 
and Parole division really 
worked hard to empha-
size this year’s theme:  
“ V i c t i m s ’  R i g h t s :  
Strength in Unity.”  The 
Department was again a 
sponsor for the annual 
Crime Victims Breakfast, 
held each year in Baton 
Rouge to honor those 
injured by crime and to 

hear inspiring stories of 
determination and cour-
age.  Centerpieces for 
the breakfast were pro-
vided by Dixon Correc-
tional Institute through 
the joint efforts of the In-
carcerated Vets and in-
mates enrolled in horticul-
ture classes. 

In addition, many 
P&P Districts and institu-
tions statewide hosted 
and/or participated in a 
wide variety of events to 
mark the occasion.  Pro-
bation and Parole agents 
teamed up with local, 
state and federal law en-
forcement as part of 

“Operation FALCON II”, 
which netted more than 
9,000 fugitive arrests in-
cluding 1,102 violent sex-
ual offenders – the larg-
est number ever captured 
in a single law enforce-
ment effort.  “Operation 
FALCON II” was con-
ducted from April 17 
through April 23, 2006.  
Fortunately, none of the 
officers involved in the 
nationwide sweep was 
seriously injured.  

  
- (More on NCVRW on 
pages 4-6). 

DOC Observes National Crime Victims’ 
Rights Week 



Henderson at 
PCC’s Helm  

   While all the credit 
for journalistic art-
istry goes to the Dal-
las Morning News 
photographer Irwin 
Thompson, the inspi-
ration for the photo-
graph was the chaos 
that filled New Or-
leans in the after-
math of Hurricane 
Katrina.  Luckily, 
DOC was there to 
help.  The officers in 
the picture are from 
the Shreveport Pro-
bation and Parole 
District.  Thompson’s 
picture was one of 
twenty submitted by 
the staff of the Dal-
las Morning News, 
which captured the 
2006 Pulitzer Prize for Breaking News Photography.  The caption submitted read “Police search a 
man accused of looting on Interstate 10.  They found beer in his bag.”  However, DOC Newsline 
understands the suspect was actually carrying a weapon and threw it into the water when he saw he 
was outnumbered. 

DCI Corrections Major John C. Smith will 
travel to Washington, D.C. later this month to 
accept the 2006 National Correctional Supervi-
sor of the Year award presented by the Interna-
tional Association of Correctional Officers.  The 
ceremony will be held on May 16, 2006 and 
Smith will also be honored during the Depart-
mental Employee Awards Ceremony at Head-
quarters on May 18th.   

According to Smith’s nomination form, his 
duties involve assisting in the planning of secu-
rity procedures and regulations for the control 
of inmates and ensuring the continued accredi-
tation by bringing his housing unit into compli-
ance with ACA standards by developing, rec-
ommending and implementing guidelines for 
the security of various programs.  Major Smith 
serves as a review officer for initial, re-class 
and custody boards and investigates discipli-
nary actions or unusual situations as neces-
sary. 

Described as “an excellent multi-tasker”, 
Smith handles several special assignments in 

addition to his regular job duties.  He is one of 
the senior leaders of the DCI chase team and, 
with K-9 partner Arno, is one of the top canine 
units in the nation.  The duo is a valuable asset 
to both DCI and local law enforcement agen-
cies and assisted in providing security and 
maintaining order during the movement of 
thousands of Orleans Parish Prison inmates in 
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.    Smith is in 
the process of becoming the Department’s only 
National Narcotics Detector Dog Association 
(NNDDA) certifying official.  As complicated 
and all encompassing as his responsibilities to 
DCI and the Department can be, Major Smith 
regularly volunteers to assist the inmate popu-
lation with projects that enhance rehabilitation 
efforts. 

Congratulations to Major Smith on his 
outstanding achievement.  DOC Newsline will 
have more on his award in the June edition.  
- Information submitted by Assistant Warden 
Janet Lorena, DCI 

Congratulations are in 
order for both Forcht Wade 
Correctional Center (FWCC) 
and Steve Hoyle Rehabilita-
tion Center (SHRC) for their 
hard work during recent 
American Correctional Asso-
ciation (ACA) audits. 

FWCC earned 100% 
compliance with mandatory 
standards and 99.5% compli-
ance with non-mandatory 
standards.  The audit chair 
complimented the teamwork 
atmosphere displayed by the 
staff. 

And, in its very first ACA 
accreditation audit, SHRC 
scored 100% on mandatory 
standards and was 99.5% 
compliant in non-mandatory 
standards.  The Audit Chair-
man state Steve Hoyle would 
be proud to have the facility 
named after him. 

Congratulations to both 
institutions, their staffs and 
leaders for great work.  Best 
of luck to Winn Correctional 
Center who has an upcoming 
ACA reaccreditation audit May 
8 – 10. 

DOC Inspires Pulitzer Prize Winning Photograph  

DCI’s Smith Tapped for National Award  ACA 
Accreditation 

News  

Effective April 17, 
2006, the Department de-
tailed Robert Henderson to 
the Warden’s position at C. 
Paul Phelps Correctional 
Center.  Henderson previ-
ously served as Deputy 
Warden.  Also, Nathan Cain 
was detailed to the Deputy 
Warden’s position after serv-
ing as Assistant Warden for 
Administration.  Congratula-
tions to both men on their 
new assignments. 
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Officer Mark Hutcheson (right) places handcuffs on the suspect while Officer Chris 
Heun (holding shotgun) makes sure he doesn’t go anywhere.  Officers Paula Powell 
(camouflage hat) and Jennifer Yarborough search other belongings. 



 On Wednesday, April 26, 2006, the Louisi-
ana Correctional Institute for Women hosted its Sev-
enth Annual Job/Resource Fair.  Over three hundred 
seventy (370) inmates, those in vocational classes 
as well as those general population inmates sched-
uled for release by March, 2007, met with represen-
tatives from twenty (20) employers and social ser-
vice agencies.  These agencies discussed the vari-
ous employment, educational, housing, and self-help 
program opportunities available to the inmates upon 
their release from incarceration. 
 The event was coordinated by the LCIW 
Education Department, and each of the four voca-
tional classes played an active role in preparing for 
the fair.  The Office Systems Technology class pre-
pared computer generated banners with each 
agency’s name that were hung from that agency’s 
table at the fair.  The Upholstery class made and 
hung larger banners in the gym welcoming the 
Job/Resource Fair exhibitors and highlighting the 
various vocational classes and job assignments at 
LCIW.  The Horticulture class provided plants for the 
gym, and the Culinary Arts class served a delicious 
lunch to the exhibitors following the fair. 
 After the fair, all interested exhibitors were 
provided a tour of the institution by Education Coor-
dinator Michael Heath. 
 
The following agencies and employers attended the 
fair: 
 
Baton Rouge Career & Job Center   
Baton Rouge Workforce Development Center 
Church United for Community Development  
Community Service Center, Inc.   
Family Road of Greater Baton Rouge  
Gonzales Workforce Development Center  
La. Children’s Health Insurance Program  
La. Department of Labor—Baton Rouge  
La. Department of Social Services   
La. Department of Transportation 
La. Office for Addictive Disorders 
La. Office of Family Support 
La. Office of Motor Vehicles 
La. Rehabilitation Services 
Lindy’s Place 
Louisiana Delta Community College 
Odyssey House of New Orleans 
River Parishes Community College 
Sanctuary for Life Maternity Home 
Social Security Administration 
---Support Enforcement Services  
 
--Submitted by Michael Heath, LCIW 

Reentry Efforts at DWCC Truly a Team Effort  
Many departments at David Wade Correctional Center were given 

the task of initiating the 100 hours of Reentry training for inmates about to 
be discharged.  Under the direction and guidance of Deputy Warden Angie 
Huff and Executive Officer Kayla Sherman the departments are now work-
ing with a second group of inmates.  When each department was asked 
about the positive aspect of their particular part of Reentry, they had much to 
share. 

DWCC Education Department employees Karen Lee, Stephen 
Long and Marsha Pugh are in charge of teaching the 14 hours of Jobs vs. 
Careers portion of the Reentry curriculum.  The most exciting part of 
the training is that all participants will leave DWCC with five copies of a 
professionally typed resume'.  The participants have been very impressed 
when they see their personal job skills background presented to them in such 
a professional way. Some have also come to realize that they have 
gained job skills while being incarcerated.  Thus, the discussion turns 
to something good coming out of something bad!   

DWCC Classification staff participated in the Reentry program by 
teaching classes on banking decisions and credit matters.  Applications for 
Social Security cards are completed and each inmate is assured of leaving 
the institution with a Social Security card and an ID that is accepted by 
the Office of Motor Vehicles to obtain a driver’s license or State ID.  The 
response from the inmate population has been very positive and even some 
who were initially reluctant to attend stated at the end that they had 
received information which would be very useful and were grateful for the 
opportunity that has been provided.  We even have inmates asking how 
they can enter the program and some who have long-term release dates 
have asked to just be able to sit in.  Members of the Classification Depart-
ment involved in the Reentry program classes include Karen Hoyle, Debbie 
Cody, Kiatonyia Major, Becky Moss, Jamie Fussell, Margaret Gill and 
Lori Hefner. 

The DWCC Chaplaincy, under the direction of Chaplain Anderson, 
presents 6 hours of instruction for Victim Awareness.  By the end of the 
course, inmates have learned they can't shift the blame for their role in the 
destruction of lives caused by their actions.  They are also keenly aware 
that they are responsible for stopping victimization, and they must break 
the cycle of victimization. 

The DWCC Mental Health Department teaches four different compo-
nents of the Reentry program. The topics covered include Parenting, Deci-
sion Making/Conflict Resolution, Anger Management and Substance Abuse. 
We have received the most positive feedback from inmates regarding the 
Conflict Resolution and Decision Making. The working cell block inmates 
appear to appreciate the reentry classes provided by the Mental Health 
Department more than the general population inmates because they do not 
have the opportunity to participate in group therapy. Members of the Mental 
Health Department that help with reentry are Michele Dauzat, Nikki McCoy, 
and Tim Albritton. 

The DWCC Medical Department teaches topics on not only physi-
cal fitness but also emotional fitness. Mrs. Linda Tucker conducts the 
classes and makes the classes interesting by using various teaching 
methods including brainstorming, showing films, and conducting group ac-
tivities using transparencies and handouts. Active participation has been a 
big part of her presentations. 

DWCC has a reputation for working together when asked to do so. 
The Reentry Initiative is just another way we could join together and make 
the future a little brighter for the people that will reenter society in the near 
future.  
- Information submitted by Angie Taylor, DWCC  
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LCIW Boosts Successful 
Reentry with Job/Resource Fair 



C. Paul Phelps Correctional 
Center:  
In recognition of crime victims and survivors, PCC 
decided to perform maintenance and cleanup work 
for the walking path located near the DeQuincy 
hospital.  Inmates cleaned away debris, trimmed 
trees and shrubs, cut grass and planted two cedar 
trees.  PCC also donated a park-style bench built by 
inmates to the Rail Road Museum and distributed 
bookmarks at the Calcasieu Parish Library and other 
nearby locations.  
- Information submitted by  AW JoAnn Peshoff, PCC 

A v o y e l l e s 
Correctional Center:   
AVC held its annual Crime Victims 
Awareness Program on April 23, 
2006 with major support from Social 
Services Counselor, Mrs. Robi 
Cohenour.  Guest speakers included 
Rapides Parish Assistant District 
A t to rney Shery l  La ing  who 
encouraged inmates in attendance to 
do something worthwhile with their 
lives that would bring respect and 
honor to victims and attorney Myles 
Johnson who reminded inmates that 
t h e y  c o u l d  m a k e  p o s i t i v e 
contributions to society no matter 
where they may find themselves.   
- Information submitted by  AW 
Myrna Cooper, AVC 

Shreveport District: Special Agents with the Fugitive Task Force in Western District began preparing warrant packs in 
March for “Operation FALCON II” (discussed on page 1).  But the escape of federal inmate Richard Lee McNair forced the Marshals 
Service to concentrate on his capture and they postponed the operation.  With so many warrant packs prepared and knowing that 
information would not be good in two or three months, it was decided that the Shreveport District Office would attempt to execute 
some of the warrants. 
 Special agents had identified approximately 300 possible addresses for “Operation FALCON II.”  During the course of 
compiling the information, two sex offenders were located outside of Louisiana, taken into custody and will be extradited back to 
Louisiana. 
 The SPD operation was truly a team effort.  Three teams of officers started their day at 5:00 a.m., executing warrants until 
10:00 a.m.  Supervisors joined their officers each morning driving the van and providing a shuttle service to the jail.  Officers and 
supervisors at the district office provided needed information from the case files and computers.  Additionally, officers arrested 
individuals who turned themselves in on they became aware they were being sought. 
 Fifty-six (56) individuals were apprehended during the sweep – 31 probation cases and 25 parole cases.  Seven sex 
offenders and eight violent offenders were included in those arrests.  Five weapons, seven grams of cocaine, 5 grams of marijuana 
and $284 were confiscated.  In all, this was a largely rewarding and successful operation.  The bad guys are in jail and everyone went 
home safely at the end of the day.  - Information submitted by Sharie Cone, SPD 

SPD and Forcht Wade 
Correctional Center: 
 The two joined together to offer a Victims’ 
Awareness Program at the SPD Office on 
Wednesday, April 26, 2006.  Two guests 
speakers, Kristy Smith and Bernard Wright, 
wanted to make a difference by offering their 
stories highlighting professionals as victims.  
- Information submitted by Katherine Spears, SPD 

Elayn Hunt Correctional 
Center:   
On Monday April 24th, Cindy Savoy and Cathy 
Hastings from Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
came and spoke about their experiences of losing 
their sons to drunk drivers.  The audience was 
comprised of inmates scheduled for Pre-release 
and IMPACT trainees soon to release.   
Information submitted by Annette Arthur, EHCC 

Winn Correctional 
Center:   
 WNC observed the week 
with a program for inmates and staff 
on Thursday, April 27, 2006, 
sponsored by the Mental Health 
Department.  Guest speakers 
included Mrs. Shannon Willis with 
the Turning Point Battered Women’s 
Shelter and Mrs. Angie Davis, a 
nurse at WNC.  Inmate bands and 
choirs performed during the 
program.  The Winn Jaycees 
donated $200 to the Turning Point 
Battered Women’s Shelter and the 
Winn Incarcerated Vets made a 
donation to the Crime Victims’ 
Board. 
- Information submitted by Chaplain 
Randy Olliff, WNC 
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National Crime Victims’ Rights Week (April 23 – 29) 

 
New Iberia District:   
 
Supervisors and officers partici-
pated in the 3rd annual victims 
support rally on Tuesday, April 
25, 2006.  VOICE (Voices of 
Innocent Citizens Empowered), 
through the 16th Judicial District 
Attorney’s Office, sponsored the 
rally held at the Iberia Parish 
Courthouse.   



Page 5 

Donaldsonville District:  
 On April 26, 2006, The Donaldsonville Probation and Parole District along with 
the Ascension Parish Sheriff’s Department and the 23rd Judicial District 
Attorney’s Office gathered in recognition of local crime victims.  The event was 
held at Jambalaya Park in Gonzales.  DVD Agent Mandie Waguespack opened 
the ceremony with a welcome and thanks to the community for its support of 
victims.  A litany of guests followed.  After a jambalaya lunch, participants 
released about 100 balloons – all in memory and in honor of the victims they 
represented.  
 At the end of the afternoon, there were many smiles, hugs and tears – 
tears of joy, of sadness, of appreciations and of remembrance.  It was decided 
at the end of the ceremony that the event should be an annual one.  Hopefully, 
it will get bigger and better every year.   
- Information submitted by Mandie Waguespack, DVD – Her supervisor gives 
her and other DVD officers much credit for the program’s success. 

O r l e a n s  a n d 
Jefferson Districts:   
Pictured at left are some of the 
approximately 30 officers and 
supervisors from NOD and JPD 
who participated in the Eastern 
District sweep of “Operation 
FALCON II”, coordinated by 
Supervisor Tracy Coleman.  
During the week, 109 people were 
arrested and 147 warrants were 
cleared, with 11 P&P violators in 
hauled away in handcuffs, 1 
surrender and 2 located in 
custody.   
- Information submitted by Tracy 
Coleman, NOD 

M o n r o e 
District:   
Ouachita and Morehouse 
Parishes (4th Judicial 
District) hosted their 
annual commemorative 
ceremony for victims on 
April 25, 2006 and 
Lincoln Parish held a 
“Take Back the Night” 
march on April 26, 2006 
starting at Louisiana 
Tech’s campus and 
ending at several city 
parks.  
- Information submitted 
by Pearl Wise, MOD 

D i x o n 
Correct iona l 
Institute:   
Two impact speakers 
from Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving talked with 
inmates who responded 
to an open call-out at 
D ixon  Correc t iona l 
Institute.  The program 
included a candle-lighting 
ceremony and prayers 
for those injured by 
crime, including names 
submitted by participating 
inmates. 

L o u i s i a n a 
Correctional 
Institute for 
Women:  
  
LCIW held a candle-
light vigil during the 
week in honor of vic-
tims and also planted a 
weeping willow treat on 
the grounds in remem-
brance of the annual 
event. 

National Crime Victims’ Rights Week (April 23 – 29) 

L o u i s i a n a 
State Peni-
tentiary:   
Inmates and volun-
teers escorting tour 
groups through An-
gola during the week 
emphasized to chil-
dren the significance 
of making good 
choices in their lives 
in order to stay out of 
trouble.  Kids signed 
a book at the Angola 
museum to remain 
violence-free. 

Allen Correctional 
Center:   
Staff members attended a prayer 
vigil at the Allen Parish Courthouse 
during the week.  A banner was dis-
played in the main lobby entrance 
honoring crime victims and inmates 
heard from four guest speakers – 
two talks from victims, one from the 
Allen Parish District Attorney’s Office 
on how different types of crimes 
affect communities and another 
speaker from Allen Parish’s MADD 
chapter on vehicular homicide and 
DUI’s and the devastation it can 
cause a family and a community. 



Natchitoches District:   
Melissa Murray headed up the district’s efforts for 
NCVRW.  Murray talked about victims’ rights 
issues on a Natchitoches radio station and she 
attended both Coushatta and Natchitoches City 
Hall meetings where officials presented her with 
signed proclamations in honor of NCVRW.  Radio 
stations agreed to run Public Service 
Announcements, as did numerous parish 
periodicals.   
- Information submitted by Judy Wester, NAD 

David Wade Correctional Center:  
 Inmate organizations really came through during National Crime Victims’ Right Week.  
The Human Relations Club had a sign painted and donated a wreath, both of which 
were placed on the Claiborne Parish Courthouse lawn April 23 –2 29, 2006 in 
observance of NCVRW.  The Lifer’s Association, AA/NA, HRC, Vets Incarcerated and 
Jaycees groups combined their efforts for a ceremony held at DWCC on April 25th.  
There was a powerpoint presentation on Victim Awareness, a skit by the Lifers 
Association and AA/NA, a check presentation to MADD made by the AA/NA group, a 
check presentation to Gingerbread House by Jaycees and Lifers Association, and a 
check presentation for Volunteers for Youth Justice by Vets Incarcerated.  In addition, 
bookmarks with emergency numbers were given to guests and the inmate 
organizations assisted with decorations, invitations and other supplies for the event.   
-Information submitted by DW Angie Huff and Angie Taylor, DWCC 
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Melissa Murray receives NCVRW proclamation from a 
member of the Natchitoches City Council. 

St. Joseph’s students with career day panel members (left to 
right) Jody Emonet, attorney and 19th JDC law clerk, BRD Dis-
trict Administrator Phyllis Sheridan and former 19th JDC Judge 
Linda Holliday. 

Baton Rouge Probation and Parole District Administrator Phyllis 
Sheridan and Officer Stephanie Webb helped make career day 
at St. Joseph’s Academy, an all girl preparatory school in Baton 
Rouge, a success.  The focus of the event was on successful 
women in the community and it was designed to encourage 
students to excel in their given areas of interest.  

J. Levy Dabadie Correctional Center and Alexandria District:   
Three inmate organizations clubs at JLDCC had 3,000 informational bookmarks printed for distribution 
throughout the central Louisiana area by the Alexandria District Probation and Parole office.  The 
bookmarks contain a list of 25 toll-free telephone numbers from just about every major victim organization 
in the nation.  The Rapides Parish District Attorney’s Office also updated ALD’s staff on victims’ issues and 
legislation.  
- Information submitted by Mike Wynne, ALD and DW Sandy McCain, JLDCC 
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Supervisor Williams and Officer Willis stand in front of the 
wall.  Part of the introduction to the exhibit reads:  “The 
Vietnam War is remembered by those who participated in 
it, by those who supported it, by those who condemned it 
and through the history that is taught about it.  The Viet-
nam War was fought in the past; however, in the memo-
ries of those who served, it is ever present.” 

The months of August and September 2005 will long be remembered 
by the entire Department and, in particularly, by the staff of C. Paul 
Phelps Correctional Center. 

Approximately three weeks following the tireless efforts of PCC staff 
assisting with the unprecedented evacuation, classification and housing 
of displaced Orleans Parish inmates, PCC was faced with yet another 
trial at hand – Hurricane Rita. 

Because so many inmates were previously evacuated from the New 
Orleans area and spread across the state, PCC inmates and staff re-
mained to ride out the storm.  Approximately 125 employees and family 
members lived at the facility for the next several weeks.  The day after 
Rita passed, reality set in as staff members observed the devastation.  
Not knowing what was left of their homes, they continued to perform their 
duties with dedication and professionalism.  As word came in that people 
were being allowed back into their neighborhoods to check on their 
homes, reports began coming in as to the enormous loss of property in 
the area and to our PCC family. 

We are reminded, however, that with every misfortune of this magni-
tude, there are good hearts to help.  During February and March 2006, 
several members of the PCC staff received monetary assistance from 
both the Department’s Hurricane Relief Fund and from the Correctional 
Peace Officer Foundation.  In total, 93 employees received assistance 
from these two entities, which roughly equates to a third of our staff.  The 
assistance was well received and very much appreciated at a time of 
incredible need.  The bond of Corrections is strong in our state, yet 
Katrina and Rita proved that the bond exists with other states as well.  
We continue to admire the strengths of many who have survived and the 
love of those who have assisted us in the healing process of such devastating and trying times. 

- Information and picture submitted by Asst. Warden JoAnn Peshoff, PCC  

   The Department would 
like to extend its condo-
lences to the family of Sgt. 
Gary Hawkins and to the 
staff at Elayn Hunt Correc-
tional Center.  Sgt. Haw-
kins died Monday, April 17, 
2006 after he collapsed at 
the end of his shift.  Said 
one of his supervisors in 
an email, “Sgt. Hawkins 
was one of the best offi-
cers and best people I 
have ever worked with in 
over 14 years.  He will be 
missed by all of us.” 

ALD Officers Volunteer at “The Moving Wall”  

PCC Sends Thanks for Hurricane Rita Assistance  

We 
Remember     A replica of the Vietnam Memorial listing the 

names of American soldiers killed during the 
Vietnam conflict was recently on display in 
Alexandria, Louisiana.  Supervisor Jerry Wil-
liams and Officer Lyndel Willis of the Alexan-
dria District Probation and Parole Office vol-
unteered at the event, looking up the loca-
tions of names for visitors who wanted to find 
their relatives and/or friends.  Supervisor Wil-
liams and Officer Willis have served many 
years helping to protect our country as mem-
bers of the military (as many of our DOC em-
ployees have and for that we are extremely 
grateful).  More than 58,00 names of men and 
women who did not make it home were listed 
on the wall.  It was a very moving experience 
for those people who had the opportunity to 
visit the exhibit. 
- Information and picture submitted by 
Mike Wynne, ALD 
 

Sgt. Taura Ware (middle) of Phelps Correctional Center is appre-
ciative of the financial help many DOC employees (in Louisiana 
and elsewhere) and others gave in the aftermath of Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita.  At left is Lt. Keith Lopez, CPO Coordina-
tor/liaison and at right is former Acting PCC Warden Robert Tan-
ner (now back at WCI). 
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(Left to Right: Warden Lynn Cooper, 
Curtis Francisco (Mayor Pro-Temp of 
Cottonport), Paul Gauthier (Mayor of 
Cottonport) and Kenneth Friels 
(Cottonport Town Councilman). 

Angola’s annual Spring Rodeo was held April 22-23, 
2006 and Warden Cain reports that this year’s event 
was even better (financially) than last year’s.  
Thanks to all who helped support the effort.  Money 
raised will go toward faith-based initiatives for in-
mates. 

David Wade Correctional Center held an official 
ribbon-cutting ceremony on April 28, 2006 to mark 
the opening of its new Credit Union.  Pictured from 
left to right:  Deputy Warden Jerry Goodwin; Paige 
Cottrell, Kathy Butcher and Mike Robin – all Credit 
Union employees; Warden Venetia Michael; Chief of 
Operations Johnny Creed and Lloyd Giblin. 

No Guts, No Glory  

DWCC Officially Opens  

Credit Union  

   J. Levy Dabadie Correctional Center has 
recently finished its second green house pro-
ject.  Complete with an overhead irrigation sys-
tem as well as exhaust fan, this new green 
house is second to none.  Under the guidance 
of Mr. Harold Poole, Horticulture instructor, 
some 5,000 plus tomato plants will be grown by 
inmates within the green house where they will 
later be transplanted into the local garden.  
Once harvested, they will ultimately find their 
way back to the kitchen. 
   Tomatoes aren’t the only plants being grown, 
however.  Each quarter students will complete 
an in depth Plant Identification course that cov-
ers over 100 different types of plants.  All 100 
plus plants will be grown within the green 
houses during this time.  It currently houses 
500 plus wild flowers in the seedling stages as 
well as several mature Bonsai trees.  The skills 
acquired during this course will aid students as 
they prepare for reentry back into society.  This 
project was made possible by federal grant 
money.  
   On behalf of the Warden, staff, and inmates 
at J. Levy Dabadie Correctional Center we 
would like to take the time to thank Mr. Harold 
Poole for his hard work, time, and dedication to 
the ideals and principles of the horticulture pro-
ject. 
-Information and picture submitted by Casey 

On April 20, 2006, Avoyelles Correc-
tional Center hosted the Marksville 
Chamber of Commerce Meeting.  
The turnout was enormous.  Cham-
ber members enjoyed a lunch of 
crawfish etouffee and all the trim-
mings.  Our special guest was Cain 
Bergeron, son of our own IT Techni-
cian, Gano Bergeron, who has been 
chosen to represent Louisiana in 
Europe in a music competition.  
Cain is very talented and enter-
tained us with music and song. 
Warden Cooper also presented the 
Town of Cottonport with a wagon 
that was refurbished by our inmates 
here at AVC.  Members toured the 
grounds and enjoyed the courtesy of 
the staff.  
- Information and picture submitted 
by Asst. Warden Myrna Cooper and 
Debra Gauthier, AVC 

AVC Hosts Chamber The Greenhouse Effect  

Major J. Bush, Safety Officer, Sgt. Rita Bihm and Master Sgt. Constance Bailey 
attended the Iberville Parish Safety Town event held at the parish Civic Center 
on Friday, April 7, 2006.  Every year EHCC, along with local industries, spon-
sored by ICARE, hold this event to teach children in Kindergarten and 1st 
Grades the proper way to use 911, what to do if approached by a stranger, and 
recognizing traffic and safety signs.  This year EHCC assisted with St. John 
Catholic School in Plaquemine, in which approximately 48 students attended.  
Thank you to these officers for taking the time out of their busy schedules to 
help mentor the youth of our communities. 
- Information and picture submitted by Dianne Allen, EHCC 

Safety Town  
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WNC Celebrates National Volunteer Week  Peter Cottontail Pays a Visit to DWCC  

Winn Correc-
tional Center 
hosted its an-
nual volunteer 
banquet on 
April 25, 2006.  
This banquet 
honored all of 
the volunteers 
who performed 
many hours of 
service for the 
residents in 
2005 – more 
than 7,000 

hours of service last year.  A dinner was provided for all atten-
dees.  Warden Tim Wilkinson welcomed the volunteers and 
thanked them for a job well done and expressed his gratitude 
for the many hours that they give of themselves.  Chaplain 
Randy Olliff conducted a slide presentation that shows the 
many different volunteers in action during 2005.  Volunteers 
who gave the most hours from 2005 were recognized and were 
presented gifts. 
 
- Information and picture submitted by Chaplain Randy 
Olliff, WNC  

• NOD personnel (Officers Prudhomme, Reese, Kirkwood, Villaronga, O'Brien, 
Barr, McCoy, Letterle and Sup. Coleman) assisted ATC and NOPD during a bar raid in 
the early morning hours of April 10.  Our staff members were praised for their profes-
sionalism and valued role during this operation, which resulted in 16 arrests on state 
charges (including 8 individuals for Probation and Parole violations) and the confisca-
tion of guns (2 total) and drugs. (Submitted by David Lindsey, NOD) 
• At the request of the State Department of Education, 4 agents from CVD helped 
fingerprint over 60 prospective teachers and school staff on April 10.  In an effort to 
open more schools in the New Orleans area, Agents Rodney Houston and Edward 
Dieck, and Assistant Probation Officers Christi Burch and Robin Spencer spent the 
morning at Benjamin Banneker Elementary School, close to Audubon Park in New 
Orleans.  Each applicant had to have two fingerprint cards done in the traditional "ink" 
method.  Four stations were set up and the printing went smoothly. 
• On April 27, 2006, Avoyelles Correctional Center held its annual Sports Banquet.  
Dr. Billy Cannon and Mr. Gary Franks were guest speakers for the event.  The staff 
and inmates who attended enjoyed the meal, the band and the special guests. 
• Thanks to all those who supported “Red Nose Day” throughout the Department.  
Tammy Jetson and company collected $1,577 in donations for the McMains Children’s 
Development Center, with EHCC raising a third of the donations ($545). 

 
DOC and AG’s Office Help Prepare  

Easter Meals for Elderly  Honorable Mentions 
     
   The Department of Corrections (HQ) in 
conjunction with Attorney General Charles 
Foti, Jr. combined efforts for the second 
annual Easter Sunday project.  The project, 
similar to Meals on Wheels, delivers an 
Easter meal to the elderly in the Baton 
Rouge area.  This year approximately 350 
seniors were served baked ham, yams, 
green beans, rolls and pudding. 
 
   The Attorney General provided all the 
food, Elayn Hunt Correctional Center pre-
pared the meal and Tom Riker delivered 
the goods to AG Foti, who in turn, delivered 
them to those designated by the Council on 
Aging.  Tom says the program will probably 
expand next year to include more people 
around the state.  Thanks to Tom and 
EHCC for helping with such a great project! 
 
-  Information submitted by Tom Riker, 
HQ  

Warden Venetia Michael, 
Deputy Warden Jerry 
Goodwin, Deputy Warden 
Angie Huff and the admini-
stration of David Wade 
Correctional Center in 
Homer honored their out-
standing employees for 
2005 with an Employee 
Recognition Ceremony on 
Saturday, April 8, 2006.  
The focus was also on 
family fun as children got 
to hunt for eggs with a little 
help from a “wascally wab-
bit.”  For a list of employ-

ees honored at DWCC and other institutions, please see page 
10.  

- Picture submitted by Angie Taylor, DWCC  



EHCC  
Supervisor of the Month (April, 2006):  
Lt. Brandy Landry  
 
Correctional Officer of the Month (April, 
2006):  
Sgt. Denise McNell 
 
Support Employee of the Month (April, 
2006):  
Charles Williams 
 
Supervisor of the Month (May, 2006):  
Lt. Larry Woods 
 
Correctional Officer of the Month (May, 
2006):  
Sgt. Kirk Prestridge 
 
Support Employee of the Month (May, 
2006):  
Angela Smith  
 
WCI 
Supervisor of the 1st Quarter, 2006:  
Lt. Donnie Seal  
 
Support employee of the 1st Quarter, 
2006 
Douglas Freeman  
 
Correctional Officer of the Month (March, 
2006):  
Sgt. Master Patty Cotton  
 
DCI 
Correctional Officer of the Month (April, 
2006): 
Sgt. Harriette Perry  
 
Supervisor of the 1st Quarter, 2006:  
Lt. Ricky Williams 
 
Support Employee of the 1st Quarter, 
2006:  
Ashley Travis  
 
ALC 
Supervisor of the Year, 2005:  
Capt. Daniel Granger 
 

Employee Awards  
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Correctional Officer of the Year, 2005:  
Sgt. Monica Nelson  
 
Employee of the Year, 2005:  
Jackie Woods 
 
AVC 
Correctional Officer of the 1st Quarter, 
2006:  
Sgt. Master Christopher Dixon 
 
Support Employee of the Quarter, 2006:  
Robi Cohenour 
 
Supervisor of the Quarter, 2006:  
Capt. Paul Desselle  
 
PCC 
Correctional Officer of the 1st Quarter, 
2006:  
Master Sgt. Ethyl Burgess 
 
Support Employee of the 1st Quarter, 2006:  
Janette Cole 
 
Supervisor of the 1st Quarter, 2006:  
Capt. Dennis Cloud 
 
DWCC 
Warden’s Awards of Excellence, 2005:  
Brenda Acklin and Kathy Skinner  
 
Correctional Officer of the Year, 2005:  
Master Sgt. Scott Cottrell 
 
Support Employee of the Year, 2005:  
Betty Harris  
 
Supervisor of the Year, 2005:  
Capt. John Paranuk  
 
Service Award recipients for 2005:  
25 years of state service:  
Charlene Osborne, Debbie Scriber, Joe 
Levingston, Ella Isiah, Francell Lowe, Char-
lotte Appel, Danny Mills, Edward Thomp-
son 
 
20 years of state service:  
Ray Hanson, Jackie Blagg, Loretta Buggs, 
Thomas Washington, Jerry Goodwin, Don-
ald Kilgore 
 
15 years of state service:  
Larry Miller, Fran Calhoun, Byron Bailey, 
Glenn Goodwin, Richard Dunn, Henry Os-

borne, Lisa Adams, Floyd Moore, Shirley Har-
rison, Robert Henry, Martha Henley  
 
10 years of state service:  
Paul Guillot, Elijah Weatherton, Bruce Solo-
mon, John Martin, Mary Payne, Sue Odom, 
Ed Pigage, Christopher Evans, Glenda Ed-
wards, Mershall Kingsby, Jeffrey McAdams  
 
SHRC  
Correction for Officer of the Month, February 
2006:  
Betty Newton 
 
Correctional Officer of the Month (March 
2006): 
Gary James 
 
Supervisor of the 1st Quarter, 2006:  
Maj. James “Bubba” Arnold 
 
Support Employee of the 1st Quarter, 2006:  
Jay Skeldon 
 
Prison Enterprises 
Supervisor of the 1st Quarter, 2006: 
Rachel Christ 
 
Support Employee of the 1st Quarter, 2006:  
Misty Stagg 
 
Service Award Recipients for 2005:  
25 Years:  
Jerry Sharp 
Christine Sharp 
 
20 Years:  
Melaine Curry 
Kevin Kippers 
Terrel Lachney  
 
15 Years:  
Frank Lemoine 
Greg Wilson 
Lynn Godwin 
Paul Gaspard 
 
10 Years:  
Frank Rosso 
Eric Eiland 
 
5 Years:  
Dewain Dawsey  
Robert Clark  
Terry Wallace 
Eric Wright 


